POLITICAL    AND    MILITARY   SITUATION

they suffered during the long period of war. They
stoically endured bombing by Nationalist aeroplanes,
terrible sometimes when these raged over the most thickly
populated areas. And later when the city was under the
artillery fire of the enemy, who carried the refinement of
cruelty to the point of prolonged firing on the central
districts at the precise time at which the people were
coming out of theatres and cinemas, the civil population
still showed courage and indifference to enemy fire, a
gallantry which was absolutely unique. In streets as
severely punished as the popular Gran Via, the traffic was
normal. If artillery fire commenced the people took
refuge for a few moments in doors or corners, and when
the moment of danger had passed continued their walk
without taking much notice of the fact that a few hundred
metres farther on shells were still bursting, considering
such things the common incidents of city life.

It is interesting to note that as soon as Martial Law was
declared all the political and syndicalist parties, including
the Communist Party, put themselves unconditionally
under my orders for whatever purpose.

Not twenty-four hours had passed from my taking
charge of public order when the Communist Party began
to take the measure of my energy in command in a manner
as cynical as it was cunning. Actually, by my order, the
Military Censorship forbade the publication in the paper
Mundo Obrero, organ of that Party in Madrid, of a manifesto
from their Political Bureau, in which they blackguarded
in the vilest way the leader of the Spanish Socialist Party,
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